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For Alternate Payees 
 
As an alternate payee under age 62, you are eligible to select an Accelerated Payment option 
as a monthly annuity from your Wisconsin Retirement System (WRS) account. Accelerated 
Payment options provide a higher monthly annuity until age 62. At age 62, the WRS annuity 
decreases by the anticipated monthly amount payable from Social Security. The intent of 
Accelerated Payment options is for the to-age-62 WRS annuity to be approximately the same as 
the combination of after-age-62 income from Social Security and the lifetime portion of a WRS 
annuity. 
 
As an alternate payee, your accelerated payments are based on Employee Trust Fund’s (ETF) 
estimate of the original participant’s (former spouse’s) Social Security benefit. ETF’s estimate 
uses the participant’s WRS earnings along with tables that assume a full working career 
covered under Social Security.  This estimated benefit could be substantially higher than the 
Social Security benefit from your own working career.  As a result, there could be a significant 
decrease in your total income at age 62. 
 
To avoid a possible decrease in income at age 62, you may wish to contact the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) for a projection of benefits at age 62. Ask the SSA to calculate your benefit 
payment at age 62 and base it on your age at the time WRS benefits begin or when you plan to 
stop working, whichever is earlier.  If you provide a copy of the projection to ETF and the “stop 
working age” is within one year of your WRS benefit effective date, we will use the projection 
when calculating Accelerated Payment options. 
 
For Firefighters 
 
Firefighters are WRS employees in the protective category who are not covered under Social 
Security.  Because firefighters are not covered under Social Security, they are not normally 
eligible for WRS Accelerated Payment options. Some firefighters have other employment 
covered under Social Security and, as a result, may be eligible for the Accelerated Payment 
options. ETF requires a copy of your Social Security statement in order to include Accelerated 
Payment options on a WRS estimate and application.   
 
If you have other employment covered under Social Security, please contact the SSA to request 
an estimate of your benefits.  When requesting the estimate, let the SSA know you are eligible 
for a pension based on government employment that is not covered by Social Security.  
 
By relaying the facts about your WRS pension and employment, SSA will be able to provide an 
accurate estimate for ETF’s use.  The SSA will make an adjustment to their estimate based on 
your WRS employment not covered under Social Security.  This adjustment takes into account 
your primary employment as a firefighter and applies the Windfall Elimination Provision.  ETF 
will use the SSA estimate to calculate Accelerated Payment options provided the estimate’s 
“stop-working-age” is within one year of your age on the date your WRS retirement benefit 
begins. 
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