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CORRESPONDENCE MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: November 16, 2009 
 
TO:  Employee Trust Funds (ETF) Board 
  Teachers Retirement Board 
  Wisconsin Retirement Board 
 
FROM: Sari King, Office of Legislative Affairs, Communications and Quality 

Assurance 
 
SUBJECT: Geographical Distribution of Wisconsin Retirement System (WRS) 

Retirees 
 
 
This memo is for informational purposes only.  No Board action is required. 
 
At the September 17, 2009, Teachers Retirement Board meeting, Board members 
requested an update on the location of WRS retirees.   
 
The attached map, which uses 2008 data, shows the majority of WRS retirees have 
maintained their primary residence in Wisconsin.  For those choosing a warmer climate, 
Florida was the state of choice.   
 
We did not update the map with 2009 data, due to the cost of obtaining this service 
through the Department of Natural Resources.  However, a query of our own data in 
September yielded very similar results: 86% of WRS retirees reside in Wisconsin, 2% in 
Florida and 1% each in Arizona and Minnesota.   
 
We hope this provides the information you are seeking.  I will be available at the 
December meeting if you have any questions.   
 
Attachment 
 
 
 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
Department of Employee Trust Funds 

David A.  Stella 
SECRETARY 

 

801 W Badger Road 
PO Box 7931 
Madison WI  53707-7931 
 
1-877-533-5020 (toll free) 
Fax (608) 267-4549 
http://etf.wi.gov 



Texas
935

Utah
110

California
1121

Montana
133

Nevada
355

Idaho
86

Arizona
1982

Oregon
262

Iowa
385

Colorado
549

Kansas
134

Wyoming
81

New Mexico
288

Ohio
262Illinois

1144

Nebraska
59

Minnesota
1806

Missouri
327

Florida
3556

Georgia
286

Oklahoma
104

Washington
431

Alabama
161

South Dakota
159

Maine
73

Arkansas
488

North Dakota
64

Wisconsin
122613

Virginia
256

New York
239

Indiana
293

Louisiana
53

Michigan
891

Kentucky
152

Mississippi
116

Tennessee
383

Pennsylvania
210

North Carolina
439

South Carolina
220

West Virginia
27

Vermont
27

Maryland
158

New Jersey
82

New Hampshire
38

Massachusetts
160

Connecticut
74

Delaware
26

CANADA

MEXICO

PACIFIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Distribution of WRS Annuitants
by State

Legend

.

Map created by 
Bureau of Technology Services, 

GIS Services Section

21 - 210

211 - 549

550 - 1982

1983 - 3556

3557 - 122613

Annuitants per State

1 - 5

6 - 13

14 - 25

26 - 40

41 - 83

Florida
Annuitants

GULF
OF

MEXICO


